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Self Selected Reading is designed for students
to choose books at their independent reading
level. The questions in this toolkit are designed
to conduct instruction and assessment during
individual conferencing with students.

The conference time is approximately 5 minutes
per student and is conducted during the 30
minutes of SSR. Teachers use the cards by
choosing questions to elicit from students their
level of comprehension as they read. Teachers
would select from the various questions the
appropriate question (or type of question) that
might assess the student’s ability to understand
the text.

Questions developed have been formulated
using content language, the RI GLE’s, and
Connie Prevatte cards.




Adion

RealisticHdion Fantasy
Hstorical Adion Folk Tale
Sdence Hdion Myth

Fable Legend
Non-Adion
Autobiography
Biography
Informational




e \Who are the main dharaders in the story”? Do you
like or dislike them? VWhy?

e (hoose one charader. Why is this charader important to the story?

e Desaibe the adions of a charader. What can you infer about the
dharader from these adions?

e Do any of the dharaders change? How? What event(s) impaded this
change?

e Do any of the dharaders do things that are
good?...funny?...wrong?...

e Desaibe any similarities between this dharader and (yourself, other
cdharaders you have read about.)

e How could an experience in the story help the charader in the future?




Summarize the main events that have
happened (thus far) inyour story.

Explain the importance of beginning/
Bvent/ dedsion.

» \\ere you able to predid what was going to happen next? Why?

 Predid the next event.

» (Gn you think of another way your story might have happened?




$tt| ng » Where does the story take place? Desaribe
the... (physical elements and the human
charaderistics) of the setting.

o Desaibewhat the place was like?
» Eplain the importance of the setting to the plot/ mood/ tone?
o Desaibethe dosest place that you know of that is like this place.

o Didthestory take place a long time agd/ in the future/ now?




e \Who has aproblem? \What is
the problem?

e Isthere one problem or more? Desaibe...

 Predid how the problemis going to be resolved. \What
evidence in the text helps you to form this predidion?

* \Which type of conflid isin your book?
(Man vs. Man, Man vs. Hmsdlf, Man vs. Nature)




Point of View

e Whoistdling the story? How can you tell?

Which point of view is used?

» Based upon the narrator that tells the story what do you know about
how he/ she feds? Hnd evidence in the text to support your
assertion/ dainv opinion.

» Do you agree with the point of view? Why or why not?




Point of View (adopted from Great Source)

The narrator of a story can be in 1st person or 3rd
person. It is the position from which an author
presents a story.

1st person: The story is told by one of the characters.
(I or we signal 1st person narration.) The reader is
limited to knowing only what this character sees,
thinks or feels.

3rd person: is told by a narrator who is not a
character. (He, she, they signal 3rd person narration.)
When the narrator relates thoughts and feelings of al/
characters it is called omniscient narrator. When the
narrator relates thoughts, feelings of one character
(usually protagonist) it is called limited omniscient
narrator.




nnedions/ Mood

 Howdid youfed while reading this book?
Why did you fed this way?

* Desaibe the funniest/ saddest/ most exating/ strangest/ etc part.

 \\hat words did the author use to aeate the mood of this story?

 Doesthis story remind you something that happened in your
life...another story....movie...etc? (FS FT, FW)




» Based upon this book, what do you know
about the author? What evidence fromthe
text helped you to form your opinion?

» What isthe author’s message?
» \What did the author have to learn/ research (or know about) in

order to write this book?

» What sorts of things does the author like or dislike? What
words in the text led you to believe this?




What spedal words does the author use to help you
hear/ see the story?

Are there any other words that appeal to your senses (taste, toud,
smell)? FAnd textual evidence of the exad words.

Tell me about any pidures (images) the author has left in your mind.
Gtethe text.

Desaribe the tone/ mood of the story. What in the text supports your
assertion/ dainv position?

What do you like about the way the author has written the story?




» Explain the author’s purpose in writing
this text. (Why do you think the author
wrote this book, artide?)

Explain the author’s message/ theme in this text. \WWhat
evidence from the text supports your assertion/ daim/
opinion?

What do you think the charader(s) learned? What evidenae
from the texts supports your assertion/ dainmy opinion.




e Whoistheillustrator?

* Doyouliketheillustrations? \Why or why
not?

If theillustrations were not there, would there need to be words? VWhy?

What did theillustrations add to the text?

What do you think the illustrator needed to know in order toillustrate
this book?

Wardless Pidure Book
Whoistheillustrator?
Do you like the illustrations? WWhy or why not”?
Why do you think this book was written with no (or few) words?
What do you think the illustrator needed to know in order toillustrate
this book?




Text Features

 \Which text features did you use to preview
the seledion before reading?

e How was your text organized?

» Which text feature(s) helped you to better understand the
text/ book? Hnd the feature and explain in detail how this

partiaular feature assisted your understanding.




Expository Initial _ _ _
Understanding = What did you enjoy learning about the

most? VWhy?

What was the main/ central idea? VWhat were the key details related
to thisidea®?

Would you like to read more books about this topic?

What pidures or illustrations did you find most interesting?

What kind of research do you think the author did to write the text?

. What questions would you ask the author?




Expository Analysis

What was the author’s purpose in writing
this book? Gte evidence in the text to support
your assertion/ opinion/ daim.

e What other purpose might an author have for writing about
this topic? How would the text have changed based upon
that purpose?

» Do you agree with the author’s stanae? \Why or why not?

» Was there evidence of bias or propaganda in the text?
Desaibe...And the text...




