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~Thematic Units~ 
 

Dear Colleagues: 
 
The purpose of this project was to organize thematic units related to previously published MEAP 
ELA prototypes using best practices in reading and writing. 
 
These were developed by real teachers just like you!  We worked to make them teacher friendly 
for easy implementation in your classroom.  Teachers from school districts across St. Clair County 
gathered the material.  The packets are a mirror of what each group of teachers thought important 
to your grade level and to the themes in the prototypes.   
 
Every packet includes THEME RELATED TEXT SETS.  These are titles that can be used in a 
variety of ways to develop a deeper understanding of themes.  We have noted the PAIRED 
TEXTS (look for the #2) and LISTENING TEXT (#3) that are included in the prototypes.  We also 
noted the title(s) we used for FRAYER’S MODEL (#1).   
 
A PROFUNDITY MATRIX was developed for each set of paired texts in the prototype to help in 
identifying possible themes.  The matrix also helps look across text to make cross text 
connections.  Blank copies of this chart are included and can be used in your classroom to help 
students make connections between other texts. 
  
CROSS TEXT QUESTIONS were written and answered to aid in responding to both the multiple 
choice questions and the provocative question given in the second writing piece of the ELA MEAP 
assessment. 
 
Many packets include one or more WRITING MODELS for the second writing piece.  We suggest 
you use these before or after student writing to exhibit a well written constructed response.   
 
The TEACHER SUGGESTION PAGE is a personal response by the individuals involved in the 
project.  Some contain anecdotes from the use of the material in their classrooms.  Others contain 
a plethora of ideas to implement.  We hope these help. 
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES (#4) are poems, plays, articles, reader’s theater presentations and related 
suggestions to further develop understanding of the themes.   
 
It is our sincere hope these packets are useful to you and your students.   
 
Happy reading and writing! 
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Teacher Suggestion Page 
Solving Problems 

 
Solving Problems will be a good prototype to start out the year.  We 
always want our students to recognize a problem and try to come up with 
a solution without our help.  Does “tattle-taling” come to mind?  Hopefully 
this will help with classroom problems and lead to some good 
discussions.  
 

 Before doing the note taking for the listening selection the 

students should be familiar with the shapes that go with retelling.  

It may be helpful to make each shape a different color. Triangle-

Red  Rectangle-Blue  Circle-Yellow 

 It would be helpful to use the House Organizer before beginning 

the prototype.  The kids must be shown how it is used before they 

should be expected to do it on their own. 

 Examples for most activities have been included.   

    This does not mean that yours will look just like them.    

    Students will come up with a lot more ideas and  

        those ideas should replace the examples given. 
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ELA Prototype Materials 

 
 

• Thematicly Related Text 
• Frayer’s Model examples 
• Writing from knowledge and experience using narrative strategies 
• Profundity examples 
• Cross Text Question examples 
• Writing in Response to Reading example 

 
These materials were designed to provide examples of instructional approaches 
that will help you and your students prepare for the ELA assessment.  The 
examples are all possible answers and are not meant to be considered the “right” 
answers.  We wanted to provide examples of other teachers’ thinking through 
Frayer’s Profundity and cross text questions to guide you through your own thinking. 
 
The sequence of instruction would be to introduce the theme through using the 
Frayer’s Model of concept attainment.  Have students write from knowledge and 
experience.  Think through each reading selection using the profundity scale to 
create a matrix by which cross text questions can be posed and answered.  
Examples and blank copies are provided to help you in planning instruction. 
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Anticipatory Set / Solving Problems 
 
  
The Wrong Start, by Marchette Chute 
 
I got up this morning and meant to be good, 
But things didn’t happen the way that they should. 
 
 I lost my toothbrush, 
  I slammed the door, 
 I dropped an egg 
  On the kitchen floor, 
 I spilled some sugar 
  And after that 
 I tried to hurry 
  And tripped on the cat. 
 
Things may get better.  I don’t know when. 
I think I’ll go back and start over again. 
   
 
 
Discussion: 
 

• Discuss the problems and ways they could be solved. 
• A poetry lesson could also be added. 
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Solving problems is…   Solving problems is not… 
 
Talking about troubles    Fighting 
 
Working with others     Yelling/Arguing 
 
Compromising     Being unfair 
 
Being helpful      Ignoring 
 
Fixing a crisis     Walking away from a difficult situation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example:      Non example: 
 
Sarah was helping Rob with his    Nobody would help Terri clean 
math work at recess.    the house, so she left it a mess. 
 
Tessa and Brad wanted to play soccer  Mark and Aaron got into a fight  
and I wanted to play basketball,    at recess. 
so we decided to play both. 
       Anne didn’t talk to Kevin because  
Molly went to get an adult when   she was mad at him. 
Ashley fell off the slide. 
 

Peter’s Chair, by Ezra Keats 
 

Peter’s mom wanted to talk to    Peter ran away with his blue chair, so  
Peter and have him come home.   his sister couldn’t have it. 
        
Peter wanted to help paint his chair      Peter pretended not to hear his mom 
for his sister.       and hid from her. 
 
 
…as you continue through the prototype add examples from each of the reading and 
listening selections 

Solving Problems 
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Solving problems is…    Solving problems is not… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example:                      Non example: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solving Problems 
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Writing From Knowledge and Experience 
 
The English Language Arts MEAP assessment requires students to write 
from knowledge and experience.  Students may choose the style or genre 
of writing that suites them best. However, the majority of students choose 
to write personal narratives. Permission has been granted to us by Dr. 
Elaine Weber, Barbara Nelson and Ray Woods to provide you with some 
resources from Profiles in Writing 2002. These will help you as you instruct 
students in personal narratives. 
 
These resources will provide you with: 
 

 Description of the four qualities of writing the MEAP assessment used 

to evaluate student writing; 

 A model for creating writing prompts; 

 Examples of well written student papers; 

 Attributes of writing that commonly appear at this grade level; 

 Strategies used by narrative writers; and 

 Examples of student papers with the narratives strategies highlighted. 
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Using Profundity in the Second Grade Classroom 
 

Using profundity in the second grade classroom requires extensive modeling by the 
teacher.  This is most effective when the children are exposed to repeated reading of 
the text over a span of several days.   
 
First Reading 
The teacher reads the book to students for enjoyment.  
 
Second Reading 
The teacher reads the book, stopping to model a discussion about the actions of one 
particular character and why the character did what he/she did.   
 
Third Reading 
The teacher reads the book, stopping to model a discussion about whether the actions 
of the character were right or wrong and what the character got as a result of his or her 
actions. 
 
Fourth Reading 
The teacher reads the book, and models a discussion about the theme (lesson 
learned) of the book and links that to the children’s lives. 
 
Later Experiences with Different Books  
Later, children are ready to participate in the discussions themselves.  As they get 
better at being insightful and understand the process, they are ready to begin 
discussing profundity across texts, that is, comparing and contrasting the actions of 
characters in two different texts.  
 
 
 
 

**A note about Frayer’s Model** 
This activity is most meaningful to children when extended throughout the unit, 
allowing children to add to the different lists as they learn more about the topic.  It is 
also valuable to apply Frayer’s Model to a variety of texts. 


