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A must-read for teachers who want their students to analyze,
evaluate, and enjoy reading!

To meet today’s educational demands, Patricia Cunningham and Debra
Renner Smith present teachers with a framework to help students attain
higher level thinking skills and develop the ability to think critically
about what they read. Based on years of reading research, their
“Thinking Theme” lesson framework allows you to pose “The Big
Question” and support your students as they think about “The Big
Idea.” These methods allow your students to focus on motivation and
engagement rather than just facts and summary, developing the critical
thinking skills they'll need to meet state curriculum standards.

How you and your students can achieve Big Ideas!

The “Thinking Theme” framework is ready to be incorporated into your lesson plans.
Illustrates how to evaluate students’ written responses with the goal of elevating their thinking.
Feedback from real teachers shows you how you can enable your students to revise their own writing 
with an eye to The Big Idea.
The balance of reading instruction, synthesis, and critical evaluation will make your students lifelong learners!
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