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DETERMINING
IMPORTANCE

Are there some parts (elements, themes, lesson, facts) 

in this text that are more important than the others?

Which ones?

(Decisions are made about important ideas at the word, sentence, and whole 

text level. Students should make decisions based on evidence in the text �

and also from their own experience, knowledge, and beliefs.)

Why do you think they were the most important?

What do you think the author thought was most important 

so far in this story?

What signals or clues did the author give that made you 

believe ______ (restate child's response) was important?

(Winograd and Bridge, 1986)

DETERMINING IMPORTANCERESPONSES OR QUESTIONS TO FIX-UPS

We have just discussed ideas, themes, words, pictures, and 

other parts of the text (Restate child's response) that you feel 

are important. How does thinking about the more important 

parts help you to understand the text better?

Do you think about anything while your reading that helps you 

remember the important parts?

Do you ever have trouble remembering what is important 

after you read? How do you solve the problem?
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